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MAYBE YOU'RE FAMILIAR. 
WITH THE MICHAEL HERE. LINE, AH, "2 THINK 
FROM DISPATCHES? VIETNAM WAS WHAT WE 
HAD INSTEAD OF HAPPY 


CHILDHOODS". 
ርን 


WELL, IT'S--WHAT HE WAS 
SAYING THERE, IT KIND OF TIES IN 
WITH THE THEME OF WHAT I'M WRITI AND THAT 
ALL THESE KIDS WHO LEAVE ONE AMERICA, — LOGS... THEY 
AN INNOCENT AMERICA, AND COME BRING ΙΤ HOME 
BACK TO A DIFFERENT ONE. WITH THEM, IF YOU 
SEE WHAT I'M 
SAYING, AND 
NEITHER. THEY 
NOR WE ARE 
EVER THE SAME 


THAT'S WHAT I'M 
HOPING YOU GENTLEMEN 
CAN HELP ME WITH. BECAUSE SO 
FAR YOU'RE THE ONLY MEMBERS OF 
FOURTH PLATOON, KILO COMPANY, 
THIRD BATTALION OF THE TWENTY- 
SIXTH MARINE REGIMENT THAT 
I'VE BEEN ABLE TO TRACK 
DOWN. 


IN OTHER WORDS, 
OF FRANK CASTLE’S 
FIRST COMMAND. 


GRATEFUL TO MISTER 
MOLLAND FOR ARRANGING HE SAID YOU 

WERE A WRITER, В 
MICHAEL GOODWIN. 
DO I KNOW THAT 


WELL, IT’S POSSIBLE 
YOU READ MY BOOK? 

VALLEY FORGE, VALLEY 
к FORGE? 


DID YOU...? 


LIKE A HORROR 
STORY, SOMEONE 
TOLD ME. 


WELL...IT’S 
HARD TO WRITE 
ABOUT THE MASSACRE 
OF AN ENTIRE 
MARINE FIREBASE 
WITHOUT... 


\ ! 


THAT WHAT 
YOU'RE HERE FOR, 
MISTER GOODWIN? 
YOU WANT TO WRITE 
ANOTHER HORROR 
STORY? 
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/ и »- / I CALLED 
5 AROUND, TALKED 


TO SOME PEOPLE HE 
TALKED TO BEFORE. 
THEY SAID HE WAS 
PRETTY FAIR. 


AND I 
WONDERED IF 
MAYBE WE... 


YOU KNOW, ONE THING 
I NEVER. UNDERSTAND IS THIS ነ 
IDEA PEOPLE LIKE YOU HAVE ABOUT 
AMERICA BEING INNOCENT. WHEN m 
WERE WE INNOCENT? — 


LOOK. AT WHAT HAPPENED TO 
THE INDIANS ON THE PLAINS. LOOK 
AT THE CORRUPTION IN THE 
BUILDING OF THE CITIES, IT'S 
UNBELIEVABLE. 


AND LONG BEFORE 
'NAM THERE WAS WHAT WE 
DID TO THE PEOPLE OF THE 

PHILIPPINES, BACK AT THE 
TURN OF THE LAST CENTURY. 
READ ABOUT IT. 


I HAVE. I GUESS I WAS THINKING 
MORE ABOUT THE INNOCENCE WE HAD 
ABOUT OURSELVES: I'M OF THAT 
GENERATION TOO, REMEMBER, ፲ 
WAS JUST TOO YOUNG FOR THE 
DRAFT. BUT THAT ISN'T... 


OKAY, І WROTE A 
BOOK ABOUT FIREBASE 
VALLEY FORGE AND THE 
PUNISHER. CASTLE SEES 
HIS FAMILY KILLED IN 
FRONT OF HIM, AND ፲ 
DON'T THINK IT'S HARD 
TO FIND THE ROOTS OF 
WHAT HE DOES NEXT 
IN THAT THIRD TOUR 
OF DUTY. 


BUT WHAT 
ABOUT HIS FIRST 
TOUR? 


THE ONE HE 
RETURNS FROM AT 
THE END OF 'SIXTY-EISHT 
AND NOTHING ELSE HAPPENS? 
THE ONE WHERE-JUST 
MAYBE-HE STILL HAS 
A CHANCE? 


YOU SEE, IT’S NOT JUST - 


ABOUT THE WAR AND WHAT WAS Wego, HI HE CAME HOME THE 
LOST ТО IT. IT'S NOT JUST ABOUT ^ TIME THAT CHANGES EVERYTHING 
THE COUNTRY EITHER. IT'S ABOUT AMERICA. НЕ HAD A LIFE BEFORE 
THE በጋህድ THE PUNISHER, AND I'VE BEEN 
Ё THINKING ABOUT THIS EVER 


SINCE MY BOCK...1... THE WAY I 


SEE IT, ALL I DID 
WAS WRITE THE 


ENDING. 


"I NEVER WROTE 
THE STORY.” 


...THIS IS HILL EIGHT- 
SIXTY-ONE, YOU'VE SOT 
EIGHT-SIXTY-ONE A BEHIND US 
TO THE NORTH-EAST. THAT'S 
ECHO COMPANY'S. 


I'LL HAVE THE REST OF 
YOUR GEAR CHOPPERED OVER AS 
SOON AS IT SHOWS. MEANTIME I HAVE 
SOME BUSINESS TO ATTEND TO, SO 
I'LL LEAVE YOU IN THE CAPABLE 
HANDS OF SERGEANT 
DRYDEN. 


REMEMBER, ANYTHING 

YOU NEED, YOU GIVE ME 

А CALL! STAFF SERGEANT 

DONALD, YOU JUST 
COME TO ME! 


SECOND 
LIEUTENANT 
CASTLE? 


p 


THIS IS YOUR 
PLATOON. 


KHE SANH WAS ONE THING, 
BUT BEING STUCK ON SOME 
OUTPOST THREE KLICKS FROM 
THE MAIN COMBAT BASE WAS 
QUITE ANOTHER. 


WE'D BEEN THERE 
A WHILE, TOO. SOME OF 
US WERE SHORT. MOST OF 
US WERE PISSED OFF. 


I THINK...BECAUSE WE WERE ALL SO 
BUSY SHOWING HOW MUCH OF A SHIT WE 
DIDN'T GIVE, WE MISSED A COUPLE OF 
THINGS ABOUT HIM. INITIALLY. 


HE DIDN'T EXPECT US 
TO BE STANDING AT ATTENTION. 
DIDN'T BLINK WHEN THE SARGE 
DIDN'T S/R HIM. 
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ΜΜ. HE DIDN'T WEAR 
HIS RANK BARS ON THE LINE, 
EITHER. HE ALREADY KNEW NOT TO... 


.... THAT'S IT FOR. 
NOW. I'LL GET TO 
KNOW YOU INDIVIDUALLY 
OVER THE NEXT COUPLE 


"HED MADE IT HIS OF DAYS. 


BUSINESS TO KNOW.” MIND 
WHAT YOU HAVE IN THE 
WAY OF COMBAT 
EXPERIENCE...? 


I'M RELYING ON 
YOU TO SHOW ME 
THE ROPES. 


LOOKS LIKE 
WE'RE UNDER 
STRENGTH. 


WE GOT TWENTY- 
EIGHT MEN. 1 GOT RID 
Z | OF THIRD SQUAD, FOLDED 
‘EM INTO FIRST AND 
SECOND. 


REPLACEMENTS 
AINT A PRIORITY OUT 
HERE. 


YOUR BUDDY 
DONALD USUALLY 
SEES TO THAT. 


THERE HE GOES. 
MAKIN’ THE HOP BACK 
TO HIS HOLE. 


LAST GUY 
DIDN'T ASK FOR 


ANYONE? 
ONLY PRIORITY | 
LIEUTENANT DOLAN HAD YOU WANT “Ñ 
WAS ል MEDEVAC WHEN HE [To TELL ME THE 
SAID НЕ GOT MALARIA. REST OF IT? 
EVENTUALLY SOMEONE Αν 
LISTENED TO НМ. Á 


WE'RE LAST FOR 
RESUPPLY, LAST FOR 
MAIL. WE AIN'T EXACTLY 
TOP OF THE LIST FOR 


ANYTHING. 
MAIN BASE 
SOAKS UP ALL 
THE GOOD SHIT. 
WE GET THE 


WOULDN'T ФО THAT FAR. BUNCH OF GOOK 
SCOUTS GOT WASTED JUST AFTER NEW YEARS, RIGHT 
OUTSIDE THE MAIN BASE PERIMETER. THAT'S HOW 
COME THEY ФОТ THE WHOLE REGIMENT 
DEPLOYED RIGHT NOW. 


WE GOT A PATROL GOIN’ 

OUT TO TAKE A LOOK AROUND 
TOMORROW MORNIN’. BUT YOU ONLY 
JUST GOT HERE, YOU GONNA 
WANT TO SIT THAT OUT. 


NO, THAT'S 
ONE THING I 
CANNOT DO. 


QUARTERMASTER SERGEANT: 
HE'S THE MAN TO GO TO WHEN 
YOU WANT SOMETHIN’. ANY 
NON-ESSENTIALS COME IN, ANY 
LUXURY ITEMS, HE HAS SHIT 
SQUARED AWAY BEFORE 
ANYONE ELSE EVEN 
SMELLS IT. 


AN’ WE ALL 
THE WAY OUT HERE 
WITH EXACTLY SHIT 

TO TRADE. 


2 WE JUST SIT ΑΝ’... 
WONDER WHAT THE FUCK 
WE DOIN’ HERE, 
I GUESS. 
YOU'RE 
SAYING THINGS 


Ae E ኣሳ 


«FISH ON 
THE SIXTY. GLEED 
THERE'S HIS A-GUNNER. 
CAPA’S OUR SQUID 
CORPSMAN. 


MOLLAND’S GOT 
THE PRICK TWENTY-FIVE, 
THIS HERE’S CORPORAL 
BAGO. AND THAT'S 
SECOND SQUAD. 


CORPORAL? 


И SHOULD ВЕ A SERGEANT, 
RUNNIN’ ል FUCKIN’ RIFLE 
SQUAD. BUT PROMOTION 

TAKES A WHILE TO 
CATCH UP HERE. 


WE ARE KILO 
FOUR, ELL TEE. OR 
DID YOU MEAN IN THE 
PHILOSOPHICAL 
SENSE? 


WHAT ABOUT 
ARTILLERY AND AIR? 


WELL. WE HAVE BEAUCOUP HURT TO CALL ON: 
CANNON COCKERS, COUPLE OF TANKS, EVEN 
THE ARMY GUNS AT CAMP CARROLL. 


GUNSHIPS, MARINE 
AIR, NAVY--AND MAYBE 
ONE DAY...HOPE, 


MOLLAND, NO ONE IS EVER. GONNA CALL IN A 
FUCKING ARC LIGHT MISSION ON THAT PISSY LITTLE 
SET OF YOURS. THAT'S COLONELS TALKING TO 
GENERALS, AND EVEN THEN THEY ФОТ TO THROW 
IN A WEEK IN A THAI BROTHEL. 


A MAN 
CAN DREAM, 
CAN'T HE? 
57% 
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ል 5-52 
STRIKE 15... 
b IT IS... 


DON'T TELL 
ME. A THING OF 
BEAUTY AND A 
JOY FOREVER. 


TOO 
EARLY TO 
SAY. 


BUT HE’S SO 
DAMN BIG, HELL, IF 
ANYTHING HAPPENS 
I CAN p BEHIND 

IM... 


OR YOU COULD 
JUST CLIMB ALL THE 
WAY UP HIS ASS, IF EISE 
YOU WANTED. ተ ው a 


ELL TEE... PRICK. 


THEY WANT US TO 
CUT IT SHORT. MOVE 
SOUTH-WEST TO THE 
ABANDONED VILLE АТ 
CHU BAI, MAKE THE 
EXTRACTION 
By AIR. 


SO CHU BAI 
IS FINE WITH 
YOU. 


SAY 
AGAIN, KILO UNDI 
FIVE? 


ERSTOOD. 
OUT. 


INTELLIGENCE REPORT 
THEY GAVE ME SAYS THE 
PLACE IS DESERTED. 


MAP SAYS OUR 
ORIGINAL ROUTE 15 
TRIPLE CANOPY. 


SERGEANT, YOU 
DON’T TALK TO ME 
NOW, THERE’S NOT A 
THING I CAN DO. 


WE USED TO TAKE SNIPER FIRE 
AH, SHIT. FROM CHU BAI ALL THE TIME. LOST 
PEOPLE. BUT INTELLIGENCE SAYIN’ IT'S 
SAFE NOW, BECAUSE THE OUTFIT TOOK 
OVER PATROLLIN' THAT SECTOR 
KEEPS TELLIN’ ‘EM SO. 


ΑΝ’ THE 
REASON THEY SAY 
ТНАТ...16... 


GONNA HAVE ТО HOPE YOU DON'T 
HOLD ME TO THIS IN FRONT OF ANYBODY. 
BECAUSE THIS |6 THE SHIT NO ONE WANTS 
TO KNOW IS GOIN' DOWN. 


WORD WAS THIS PLATOON 
MIGHTA' HAD A KINDA DEAL WITH 
THEIR OFFICER. SO THEY PULL PATROL 


DUTY, THEY DON'T GO NOWHERE 
NEAR PLACES LIKE CHU BAI. 


LIKE...HE DIDN'T 
PUSH тне LUCK OUT 
HERE, HE DIDN'T GET 
HIS FUCKIN' ASS 
FRAGGED. 


МАКЕ А 
GOOD L.Z., АШ. 
RIGHT. 


ALL 
THAT FLAT 
GROUND. 


MOLLAND? 


D THIS IS EYE-IN-THE- 
p SKY--PLEASE SAY 


THIS IS KILO 
FOUR REQUESTING 
AN AIRSTRIKE, 
OVER. 


KILO FOUR 
REQUESTING 
AN AIRSTRIKE. 
COORDINATES 
TO FOLLOW, 

OVER. 


ROGER, 
KILO FOUR. 
STAND BY. 


KILO FOUR, 
THIS /2 JOHN WAYNE 
ONE-SEVEN. MAN SAYS 
YOU HAVE WORK FOR 
US, OVER. 


THAT'S AFFIRMATIVE, 
JOHN WAYNE. WILL MARK 
OUR POSITION WITH RED 
SMOKE, I SAY AGAIN RED 
SMOKE, OVER. 


UNDERSTOOD, 
KILO FOUR. KEEP ЕМ 
BACK, WE ARE 
HAULING SOME HOT 
SHIT HERE. 


YOU KNOW WHAT IT 
IS YOU'RE DOIN’ 
HERE? 


чў 


АН, 
SAY AGAIN, 
OVER. 


KILO 
FIVE FOR 
YOU. 


VERY 
SPECIFIC. 


THIS IS KILO 
FOUR ACTUAL, 
OVER. 


YES SIR, YOU HEARD 
CORRECTLY. I DON'T BELIEVE 
CHU BAI IS A SAFE LANDING ZONE, 
I'M TAKING STEPS TO SANITIZE 
THE AREA. 


I OBSERVED A FLASH 
OF LICHT FROM THE VILLE, 
COULD HAVE BEEN SUNLIGHT ON 
METAL OR GLASS. MY FLATOON 
SERGEANT AGREED WITH 
MY ASSESSMENT. 


WAIT ONE-- 


WHERE І 


GREW UP, YOU 
ONLY EVER GOT 
SO FAR STICKING 
TO THE RULES. 


... SWEAR 
TO GOD. 


Sw 


GODDAMN 
MOTHERFUCKER // 


NO POINT 
LOSING ANYONE 
JUST TO PROVE 
YOU RIGHT. NOT 
SO LONG AS WE 
HAVE ALL THAT 

ORDNANCE. 


KIND OF SPICES UP THE 
REPORT A LITTLE. 


AH, THEY USUALLY LIKE US \ айту — — 
TO DOUBLE THE BODYCOUNT. ЖЕ?» 


MAKES 
FOUR. LOOKS 
LIKE THEY TRIED 
TO RUN. 


THAT'S ል 
WELL-DONE. 


SISTER LY W 
QUANG, DO you ፪ 
KNOW ME? 


SISTER LY, I AM RELIEVED 
YOUR WOUNDS ARE NOT SERIOUS. 
BUT I AM CONCERNED THAT YOU 

WOULD PLACE YOURSELF IN 
JEOPARDY AT ALL. 


SENIOR 
COLONEL LETRONG 


I WAS 
HUNTING THE 
BLACK RIFLES. 


I HAVE 
NOTHING ELSE 
TO SAY. 


YOU HAVE ORDERS NOT TO ENGAGE 
THE AMERICANS! SECRECY IS PARAMOUNT! 
YOU HAVE ENDANGERED OPERATIONAL 
SECURITY! 


YOU CANNOT CONTROL Е 
YOUR EGO/ THIS TIME YOU 


HAVE GONE ТОО FAR/ 


BROTHER 
NGUYEN VAN 
CUONG, HAVE 
YOU FULLY 
INSPECTED THIS 
FACILITY? 


I HAD THE OFFICER. IN 
MY SIGHTS. THE RANGE WAS 
GREAT, BUT I BELIEVE I WOULD 
HAVE KILLED HIM. 


I WANTED US TO 
GET THEM ALL. BUT INSTEAD 
OF COMING CLOSER, I SAW HIM 


WHEN THE PHANTOMS CAME DID 
I REALIZE IT HAD BEEN 
THE RADIO. 


REACH FOR SOMETHING...AND ONLY 


BROTHER 
COLONEL! 
INSPECTED IT 
FOR WHAT? 


WHY, FOR 
EVERYTHING. FOR. 
IT IS ONLY THROUGH 
Cri 
THAT WE Ж 
AGAINST SURPRISES. (AN 


SISTER Ly, DID YOU 
NOT RECEIVE YOUR. 
ORDERS? WAS YOUR 
UNIT NOT APPRISED 
OF THEM? 


THANK 
YOU, BROTHER 
CAPTAIN. 


OF 
COURSE WE 
WERE. 


YOU WERE HUNTING 
THEM. THOUGH YOU HAVE 
KILLED MANY OF THEW 
IT IS NEVER. QUITE 
ENOUGH. 
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I KNOW 
YOUR. HISTORY, 
SISTER. 


HE IS A BIG 
MAN, BROTHER 
COLONEL. I WILL 
REMEMBER HIM. 


SISTER, THIS IS 
NOT THE TIME FOR ' тет 16 


COMING. 


GRUDGES. 
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ІНЕ PLATOON. 


WRITE TO 


MAX @MARVE!: 
AND MARK Sone LETTERS 
“OKAY TO PRINT. 


